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Awiya 



030 



030 Awiya 



030 Awiya 



030 Awiya 



030 01 p 

030 03 b 

t beta) 60 

030 05 t 

030 07 d-retroflex 

030 09 k 

030 11 k-labialized 

030 12 9 

030 14 s-labialized 

030 15 q 

030 16 q-labialized 

030 17 q-voice 02 

030 18 q-voice-labialized 03 

030 19 t/s 32 

030 21 d/z 33 

(limited) 

030 22 t/s-hacek 

030 24 d/z-hacek 

030 26 f 



28 s 

ts-syllabicl 61 
(alio, free) 

30 z 32 

32 s-hacek 

Is-hacek-syllabicl 61 
(alio, free) 

34 m 

(m-syllabicl 6 * 
(alio, free) 

36 n 

(n-syllabicJ 61 
(alio, free) 

38 eng 
tn-palatal) 62 

39 eng-labialized 

40 1 
Il-syllabic) 61 
(alio, free) 

42 r-flap 

Ir-syllabicl 61 
(alio, free) 



MotaJ 63 
M/a-glideI 6, » 

52 e-mid 

53 i-bar 34 
Mota-barl 63 

54 a 

55 u 

[upsi Ion] 63 

56 o-mid 
tw/al 65 
( free) 

57 yod 

58 w 

59 ash 35 
(surface) 



51 i 



81 high 

82 mid 
Jhigher-midI 66 

83 low 36 

84 falling 06 37 



030 



030 



030 



030 



030 



030 



030 



$a Awiya $A Southern Agaw $d Cushitic $e W Ethiopia $f 50,000 $g Merritt Ruhlen$g Jim Lorentz 
( revi ew) 

$a Hetzron, Robert $b 1969 $c The Verbal System of Southern Agaw $f (University of California 
Publications, Near Eastern Studies, Vol. 12) $g Berkeley: U.C. Press $q informants $r unknown 

$a INTONATION $A ''Regular Awiya speech sounds like alternation of two levels (with occasional 
falling melody or low register). The intonational curve existing in most languages cannot be 
found as such in Awiya. Expressivity, assumed in other languages by the musical intonation, 
consists in Awiya of prolongation of vowels, of sudden stops, of change of intensity, and very 
rarely, of transposition of the registers to a higher level. There is no interrogative 
intonation. Practically, Awiya is a language without musical intonation. 11 (p. 7) 

$a LABIALIZED CONSONANTS ( NON-DISTINCTIVE ) $A /o-mid/ slightly labializes the preceding 
consonant." (p. 5) Velars are distinct from labialized velars (and uvulars from labialized 
uvulars) "only in word-final position, or followed by a consonant, or by /-a, -e-mid, -i/. M 
(p. 4) 

$a LONG CONSONANTS $A "Length is relevant for consonants, but geminate consonants occur 
relatively seldom. They partly appear in Amharic loanwords, but also in genuine UwiyaJ words. 
Phonetically, gemination is not very strong." (p. 4) The examples show geminate /p, t, 
d-retroflex, g, t/s, t/s-hacek, s, s-hacek, m, n, 1, r-flap (= r-trill)/. Since it is unclear 
whether there are other long consonants or not, no geminates are coded here. 

$a PALATALIZED CONSONANTS (NON-DISTINCTIVE) $A "The palatal vowels /i/, /e-mid/ and /ash/ 
l/ash/ is a surface phone which results from the fusion of /i/ and /a/ at a morpheme 
boundary— JU slightly palatalize the preceding consonant." (p. 5) 

$a STRESS $A "In addition to tones, there is a stress of intensity in Awiya. It normally falls 
on the penultimate syllable of the word. If the stressed vowel has mid tone, its melodic level 
is slightly raised, without, however, reaching the level of the high tone Nevertheless, 
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there are a few nouns -thai have a stress fixed to the stem, independently of the number of 
syllables afterward." (p. 7) 

030 $a SYLLABLE $A (C)V(C) (based on examples) 

030 $a TOHE $A domain of tone: syllable $A "In nonfinal syllables there are two relevant static 

tones* High and Mid. In final syllables, in addition to these two, there is a Low tone and a 
Falling tone. Low tone only occurs in final open syllables of certain verbal forms and in the 
interrogative particle -ma. If the syllable that originally has Low tone becomes closed or 

nonfinal, its tone becomes Mid Falling tone occurs in the final syllable only. If its 

position is changed, it becomes High.... In the pronunciation of the older generation (above 
50), I noticed that final open vowels having a Falling tone are pronounced as a diphthong. « 
We are witnessing an actual change in the Awiya language.,,. Awiya has one dynamic and three 
static tones. The impression I received during my field trip among the Awiyas is that for 
tone-distinction it is not the musical pitch that is relevant, but the register of the voice in 
which the syllable is pronounced. It is easy to perceive that different musical levels produced 
by the human voice differ from each other not only in terms of height, but also in color, owing 
to the resonance of different cavities involved in the creation of the voice. Thus, Mid-tone 
syllables are pronounced in a mid register, according to the personal qualities of the voice of 
the speaker. High tone is pronounced in a higher register that is not only higher but also 
clearer. Low tone is pronounced in a very low register that gives the impression of groaning or 
grumbling. By this method, in good hearing conditions, I was able to discover the tone of an' 
isolated word through the brightness of the voice." (p. 6-7) 

030 02 $A "The articulation of /q-voice/ is lax plosive, but not fricative," (p. 4) 

030 03 $A /q-voice-labialized/ is decribed as "lax." 

030 06 $A Hetzron does not explicitly say that the /falling/ tone falls from high to low, but a 
possible pronunciation of vowels in this tone as diphthongs with thigh. low] tone sequence 
suggests this. 

030 32 $A "The voiced fricative /z/ and the voiceless affricate /t/s/ form one pair from a 
morphophonemic point of view." (p. 4) 

030 33 $A "The voiced affricate /d/z/ is extremely rare; it only occurs in the word 'sedza' 'four 1 and 
its derivatives," (p. 4) 

030 311 $A "The phonemic status of /i-bar/ is precarious. Most of the time its presence can be 

explained by the consonant clustering, and it can be dropped when the cluster changes.... On 
the other hand, it. is a tone-bearer that plays an active part in the syllabic patterning of the 
word. Its occurrence initially or before sonants is phonetically indistinguishable from 
syllabic consonants." (p. 5-6) 

030 35 $A "The open vowel lash) is always the result of the contact of a palatal element and /a/ at a 
morpheme boundary." (p. 5) In the only example given /i-morpheme boundary. a/ is realized as 
[ash] . 

030 36 $A "/low/ tone only occurs in final open syllables of certain verbal forms and in the 
interrogative particle '-ma," 1 (p. 6) 

030 37 $A "/falling/ tone occurs in the final syllable only. If its position is changed, it becomes 
/high/." (p. 6) 

030 60 $A "Intervocalically and in final position after vowel, /b/ is a bilabial fricative." (p. 4) 

030 61 $A Word-initially before a consonant, and word-finally following a consonant, /i-bar/ + 

consonant alternates freely with a syllabic consonant, (p. 5-6) All of the continuants except 
/f, z, eng, eng-labialized/ are shown with syllabic allophones in the examples illustrating 
this rule. 



030 62 



$A "/eng/ is strongly palatalized to tn-palatall twhen preceding] the palatal vowels /i/, 
/e-mid/, and tashl ." (p. 5) 



030 63 $A "The closed vowels /i/, /i-bar/, and /u/ preceding a uvular /q/ or /q-voice/, or, for that 
matter, a labiouvular /q-labialized/ or /q-voice-labialized/, are articulated somewhat more 
openly, without, however, reaching the openness of /e-mid/ and /o-mid/." (p. 5) 

030 $A /i/ is realized as M/a-glideJ before a word final /q-voice/. 

030 65 $A "There is often free alternation between to-midl and tw/a) ," (p. 5) 

030 66 $A "If the stressed vowel has /mid/ tone, its melodic level is slightly raised, without, 
however, reaching the level of the /high/ tone." (p. 7) 



